
FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

New Students and New Institutions  
Fuel the IRT’s Mission
In late July, the IRT wrapped up its annual Summer Workshop Intern Program. Twenty-five 
undergraduate students representing 20 institutions, including nine minority-serving 
institutions (MSIs), lived and studied on campus for four weeks to prepare for the rigor and 
demands of graduate school and teaching. We are delighted that, for the first time, interns 

attended from Central State, Huston-Tillotson, North Carolina Central, and Nevada State universities.

Aptly led by our distinguished faculty, including IRT Associate Director Kate Slater, interns engaged in various 
exercises and activities designed to support their pedagogical and professional development. These included  
student-led “micro-teaching” facilitations, workshops on the GREs, lesson planning, mock interviews, a guest panel, 
and networking opportunities with alumni/ae graduate students and career educators. 

Once again, a program highlight was the annual Recruiters’ Fair, which featured 40 consortium colleges and 
universities, including Northwestern University, our newest consortium institution. Participants in the IRT Associate 
Program also attended the recruitment event.

Best wishes to these talented future educators (the IRT’s 27th cohort) as we embrace a new academic year.

Sincerely,

Asabe W. Poloma, PhD

P.S.  I am pleased to announce that Monica Reum, who has an extensive background in academic advising, 
admission, and outreach, is the IRT’s new recruitment and admissions program specialist. Welcome, Monica!
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Stay Connected with the IRT! 
Announce good news. Share memories.  
Post opportunities. Please join these  
official IRT alumni social media groups. 

Twitter: @IRTAndover  
LinkedIn: IRT Andover  
Facebook: IRT Andover
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In a mock graduate school admissions interview, 
IRT faculty member Reginald Wilburn, IRT ’98, 
asks summer workshop intern Gabrielle Greaves 
about her teaching experiences and career goals.

NEWS
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IRT Alumni Return to Teach and Mentor  
Summer Interns
On June 26, the IRT welcomed 25 interns to its annual four-week residential summer workshop. 
The intensive academic and professional development program focused on strengthening interns’ 
understanding and usage of disciplinary and interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks in teaching, 
learning, and scholarship; inspiring a greater commitment to the pursuit of advanced degrees and 
careers in teaching; and encouraging the development of a vibrant intellectual community of educators. 

Interns and faculty engaged in daily graduate-level seminars facilitated by students, academic 
and professional development workshops, and guest lecturers. To prepare for the graduate school 
admissions process, interns participated in a three-day recruitment event—Recruiters’ Weekend—
attended by more than 60 IRT consortium graduate school deans and senior admissions officers. 
Included were workshops on writing effective statements of purpose, hosted by Anna De Cheke Qualls of 
the University of Maryland College Park and Dr. Sandra Crespo of Michigan State University College of 
Education, and a personal finance workshop facilitated by Jennifer Cray, CPA.  

Returning summer workshop faculty included Reginald Wilburn, IRT ’98; Heather Moore, IRT ’07; 
Elizabeth Gil, IRT ’11; Renee Wilmot, IRT ’12; and Ana Perez, IRT ’04. New faculty members joining the 
team were Aria Halliday, IRT ’11, and Tyler Rogers, IRT ’11. 

Faculty member Heather Moore, IRT ’07, leads a workshop that 
demystifyies graduate school and clarifies the multifaceted 
responsibilities of graduate students.

Mock graduate school admissions interviews are videotaped. Students 
practice discussing their research and professional interests with IRT faculty 
and then review the video and get feedback from faculty and peers.

44%—African American

31%—Latino/a 

17%—Asian 

4%—White 
3%—Native American 

1%—Bi/multiracial 

Recruiting Excellence,  
Diversifying Teaching
The IRT enrolled a total of 122 students in its Summer 
Workshop Intern Program and Associate Program. 
Representing diverse ethnicities, disciplines, and 
institutions, students came from 49 public and 
73 private universities. Forty-four percent of the group 
will pursue degrees in education-related fields, and 
56 percent will seek degrees in arts and sciences.  

THE 2017 IRT COHORT

Aggregated based on self-reported data

INSPIRATION, CONNECTION, AND COMMITMENT

Summer workshop faculty member Renee Wilmot, IRT ’12, strategizes with IRT arts and sciences 
program specialist Brittany Zorn, IRT ’12, during a break.



Ayaa Elgoharry, IRT ’14, and Yasmin Elgoharry, 
IRT ’14, earned master’s degrees in educational leader-
ship from the University of Rochester’s Warner School of 
Education this past May. “We hope our story inspires others 
to achieve their goals, regardless of their circumstances, 
and to advocate for students who face similar obstacles—
the same way the IRT advocated for us.”

Beau Gaitors, IRT ’07, earned a PhD degree in history 
from Tulane University this past spring.  

Saudi Garcia, IRT ’14, received the Robert Lemelson 
Foundation fellowship from the Visual Anthropology 
Association. She currently is pursuing dissertation 
research at New York University. 

Paula Groves Price, IRT ’95, is coprincipal inves-
tigator and awardee of a $2.5 million National Science 
Foundation grant to focus on indigenous STEM learning. 
Paula is an associate professor at Washington State 
University’s College of Education. 

Marta Holliday, IRT ’03, received tenure this past 
spring at Alabama State University and a promotion to 
associate professor in the Department of Languages and 
Literatures.  

Monica Martinez, IRT ’05, was one of the recipients 
of the prestigious Andrew Carnegie Fellowship. The 
goal of the fellowship program, which recognizes an 
exceptional group of established and emerging scholars, 
journalists, and authors, is to strengthen U.S. democracy; 
drive technological and cultural creativity; explore global 
connections and global ruptures; and improve both 
natural and human environments. Monica is an assistant 
professor of American Studies at Brown University.

Sofia Ortiz, IRT ’10, earned a PhD degree in philoso-
phy from MIT. She is currently conducting postdoctoral 
research at Vassar College. 

ÍDaniel Roberts, IRT ’15; Le Huy Nguyen, 
IRT ’15; and Khalia Alleyne, IRT ’15 graduated 
from Tufts University’s master’s teaching program this 
past spring. 

Dominick Rolle, IRT’ 09, accepted a tenure-track 
position as an assistant professor of English at  
Winston-Salem State University in North Carolina.

Jonathan Rosa, IRT ’02, is an assistant professor of 
anthropology and linguistics at Stanford University.

Todne Thomas, IRT ’03, is an assistant professor of 
African American religious studies at Harvard Divinity 
School.
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ALUMNA PROFILE

Narrative Creation: A Vital Skill  
for Building a Career in Academia 
Last fall I started my first year as a tenure-track 
assistant professor in the Department of Anthropology 
at the University of California, San Diego. As I reflect 
on my path, I am grateful for many things I learned 
through the IRT. In addition to the obvious fee waivers 
and assistance with the application for graduate 
school, my participation in the IRT taught me the 
enduring skill of creating a coherent narrative out of 
my broad interests and accomplishments. 

I have taken a somewhat windy path to arrive at 
this point in my career. My exposure to the IRT began 
with a presentation to my Mellon Mays cohort at 
Rice University. During my junior and senior years of 
college I was unsure about what direction I wanted my 
future to take. I had started college as a biochemistry 
major interested in medical or pharmacy school and 
changed my focus to medical anthropology after 
studying abroad in Chile during my junior year. In 
Chile, I learned about Latin American socialism and 
redistributive justice. I had always been interested 
in issues of social justice, particularly racial and 
economic justice, and anthropology was a logical 
fit. The short span of time between discovering 
anthropology and the deadlines for graduate school 
left me spinning with uncertainty, but excited about 
my very diverse research interests. 

I was torn between applying for PhD programs and 
master’s programs in public health, but in the end 
chose to pursue an MPH degree. However, shortly after 
starting my MPH program—although I knew that I 
wanted to do work that would help alleviate or shed 
light on inequalities—it was clear to me that I wanted 
to pursue a more theoretical approach by way of a 
research career that was heavily ethnographic. 

When I was finally ready to apply for PhD programs, 
I turned to the IRT for guidance on the best way to 
frame my broad interests. How could I make my 
experience working in a drosophila lab, a volunteer 
trip to Haiti, and a desire to better understand Marx 
into a story that made sense? 

Thanks to my experience with the IRT, I was able to 
connect my interests in social justice, structural 
violence, and theoretical frameworks commonly 
used in anthropology. Later, when I was actually in 
graduate school, I was able to merge my personal 
interest in food with my previous experiences and 
develop a dissertation project on food access in post-
Soviet Cuba. Ultimately my doctoral work drew upon 
most of my previous work and both my scholarly and 
personal interests. 

Graduate school applications were my first attempt 
to create a coherent narrative out of my previous 
experiences that made sense for a future research 
trajectory. What I did not realize then was that the 
skill of creating a narrative out of your experiences is 
an enduring part of our work in academia; if the skill 
is well crafted it can be beneficial for many parts of 
academic life. 

Over the years, I further honed my skills in crafting 
a story of my work for funding applications, in my 
proposal defense, and in postdoctoral and tenure-
track job applications. The craft of writing one-page 
and two-page statements is a central element of 
academic life. I now see that this skill that I learned 
10 years ago through the IRT is an essential asset as I 
move forward along the tenure track. 

 

Dr. Garth is an assistant professor in the Department of Anthropology at the  
University of California, San Diego. You can contact Dr. Garth at hannagarth@gmail.com.

HANNA GARTH, PHD, IRT ’06

ACCOLADES 

Please email news items to jbonasera@andover.edu.
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Excellence in teaching starts here.
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Please Support This 
Extraordinary Program
Your generosity will help increase 
the diversity of teachers, school 
counselors and administrators, and 
professors—all vital role models— 
to better reflect the diversity of  
today’s students. 

Make your gift today at  
irt.andover.edu/donate. 

Please visit irt.andover.edu/donate to make your gift. For further  
information, contact Beth Parsons at 978-749-4523 or bparsons@andover.edu.

Donald B. & Elizabeth B. Abbott
Asna Afzal, PA ’99 
Bret D. Asbury, PA ’96 
Susan Augenthaler, AA ’58 
Christopher S. Auguste, PA ’76 & 

Varuni Nelson, P’09, ’12 
Sharyn Bahn
John B. Bassett, PA ’67 
Kristine C. Bay, PA ’81 
Taylor S. Bodman, PA ’79 & 

Willa C. Bodman
Carroll R. Bogert, PA ’79 
Sheri J. Caplan, PA ’83 & 

Kenneth Merkatz, MD, P’19
Marcos E. Caro, PA ’80 
Nathaniel M. Cartmell III, PA ’69 & 

Suzanne Cartmell, P’06 
Ivana Castillo, IRT ’16
Andrew M. Chin, PA ’00 & 

Emily D. Griset, PA ’00 
Leslie A. Condon
Oscar Cornejo, IRT ’16 
Jonathan Cortez, IRT ’14 
Rachel W. Cranston, IRT ’95 
Jennifer H. Cray, PA ’83 & 

Marc E. Igler, P’18 
Julie Ongaro de Luxembourg, PA ’84 & 

Robert de Luxembourg
Esther Morgo Diskin, PA ’84 & 

Glenn S. Diskin 
Dr. Brighid M. Dwyer, IRT ’01 
Dr. Sari L. Edelstein, PA ’98 
Karen J. & Patrick J. Farrell, P’08 
Karina Fernandez, IRT ’06 
Tyrone A. Forman, PA ’88 
Kimberly Doggett Formisano, PA ’86 & 

James Formisano, P’17 
Stephen H. Frank, PA ’81 &  

Jane Reny Frank, P’09 
Omar Galarraga, IRT ’98 
Dr. Elizabeth Gil, IRT ’11 
Scott R. Gilbertson, PA ’87 
John W. Gillespie Jr., PA ’71 

Leislie Godo-Solo & Hossiri H.  
Godo-Solo, P’13, ’17 

Dr. James F. Grillo, PA ’66 
Andrew J. Guff Jr., PA ’79 
W. Daniel Hall Jr., PA ’39 
Henry H. Hammond, PA ’54 
Julia Lloyd Johannsen, PA ’96 & 

Peter Johannsen
Dr. Marc A. Johnson, IRT ’97 
Alan C. Johnston, PA ’64 & 

Kathryn E. Johnston
Tiffany D. Joseph, PA ’00 
David W. Kaiser, PA ’87 & 

Rosemary Corbett
Roger E. Kass, PA ’79 & 

Andrea van Beuren, P’19 
Victoria Kataoka, PA ’93 
Hugh R. Kelleher, PA ’69 
Louise A. Kennedy, PA ’76 
Brooks J. Klimley, PA ’75 
Michael J. Koehler, PA ’94 
Megan Lee, IRT ’16 
Breanna Leslie-Skye, IRT ’16 
Cher Lewis, AA ’68 
Sadiki Lewis, IRT ’16 
Ashley Ligon, IRT ’16 
Thomas P. Lockerby &  

Kathleen J. McCrickerd 
Benjamin I. Lumpkin, PA ’91 
Melissa G. Lyons & William Lyons
Donald D. MacKenzie, PA ’81 
Martha Phipps Maguire, PA ’78 
Dr. Kiame J. Mahaniah &  

Dr. Katrin Schneck, P’16, ’20 
Anne Marino
Cynthia Marrero-Ramos, IRT ’16 
Julian A. McNeil, IRT ’07 
Anamaria Meneses Leon, IRT ’16 
Christopher L. Moore, PA ’66 & 

Elizabeth H. Moore, P’95, ’99  
Jane Biondi Munna, PA ’96 & 

Dax Munna
F. Alarik Myrin III, PA ’88 & 

Christine G. Myrin

Beth Parsons
Ashley Pettus
Dr. Asabe W. Poloma & Kalu Ukoh
Hauwa Poloma
Gabriela Poma, PA ’88 
Edward W. Probert, PA ’54 & 

Ann L. Probert
Grace Pusey, IRT ’15 
Julie A. Gwozdz Redfern, PA ’96 
Dr. Chera D. Reid, IRT ’00 & 

Brian D. Tutt 
Ashley Saephan, IRT ’16 
Taiyo Scanlon-Kimura, IRT ’15 
Charlie Scott, IRT ’16 
Richard J. Shin, PA ’90 
Nancy F. Sizer, P’75, ’77, ’80, GP’08
Thomas R. Sommerfield, PA ’73 
Mark W. Stevens, PA ’69 
John R. Swansburg Jr., PA ’96 &  

Harriet P. Menocal, PA ’98 
Dudney Sylla, IRT ’09 
Oscar L. Tang, PA ’56 
Sylvia L. Thayer, AA ’54 &  

J. Philip Zaeder, P’79, ’83, GP’17, ’18  
Dr. Jamila Thomas, IRT ’05 
Christopher C. Thompson, PA ’83 & 

Elizabeth Thompson
Ivan Tiet, IRT ’16 
Carolyn Luther Trabuco, PA ’87 & 

Mauricio Trabuco
Alejandro Velasco, IRT ’99 
Bruce S. Wilson, PA ’77 &  

Lisa D. Westfall, P’12
John B. Winston, PA ’51, P’86
Adam K. Wise, PA ’83 
Stefanie S. Young, PA ’81 &  

Andrew W. Young, PA ’81, P’11, ’14 
Marcy Kerr Yuknat, PA ’90 
Gonzalo S. Zeballos, IRT ’92 &  

Lisa M. Duffy-Zeballos

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS
Interns and associates share 
information and support one another 
during the IRT graduate school 
recruitment events. 

PA = Phillips Academy AA = Abbot Academy P = Parent GP = Grandparent

mailto:irt%40andover.edu?subject=Inquiry%20from%20IRT%20Newsletter
https://irt.andover.edu/
http://irt.andover.edu/donate
http://irt.andover.edu/donate
http://irt.andover.edu/donate
mailto:bparsons%40andover.edu?subject=Inquiry%20from%20IRT%20Newsletter

